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populations and their habitats, and will include cultural resources. Research applicants will submit a proposal 
that outlines: 1) objectives of the study; 2) justifi cation for the study; 3) detailed methodology and schedule; 
4) potential impacts on refuge complex wildlife and/or habitat, including disturbance (short- and long-term), 
injury, or mortality; 5) personnel required; 6) costs to the refuge complex, if any, and; 7) end products (i.e. 
reports, publications). Research proposals will be reviewed by refuge complex staff, the regional offi ce 
branch of refuge biology and others, as appropriate. Evaluation criteria will include, but not be limited to, the 
following: 

 Research that will contribute to priority management activities will have higher priority than other 
requests.

 Research that will confl ict with higher priority research, monitoring, or management programs may 
not be granted.

 Research projects that can be done off-site, are less likely to be approved.

 Research which causes undue disturbance or is intrusive, will likely not be granted. Level and type of 
disturbance will be carefully weighed when evaluating a request.

 Research evaluation will determine if any effort has been made to minimize disturbance through 
study design, including considering adjusting location, timing, scope, number of permittees, study 
methods, number of study sites, etc.

 Refuge complex staff may deny proposal when it is impossible for the refuge complex to monitor 
researcher activity.

 The length of the project will be considered and agreed upon before approval. Projects will not be 
open-ended, and will be reviewed annually (at a minimum).

Availability of Resources:
Direct costs to administer research activities are primarily in the form of staff time and transportation. It is 
estimated that current staff is adequate to manage small and short-term research projects. Proposals will 
only be accepted if funding and personnel are available to adequately monitor all research activities.

Anticipated Impacts of Use:
Minimal impact to wildlife and habitats in the refuge complex will be expected with research studies. Some 
level of disturbance is expected with all research activities since most researchers will be entering areas 
that are normally closed to the public and may be collecting samples or handling wildlife. SUP conditions will 
include special conditions to ensure that impact to wildlife and habitats are kept to a minimum.

Determination:
Research is compatible.

Stipulations Necessary to Ensure Compatibility:
 If the proposed research methods would impact or potentially impact refuge complex resources 

(habitat or wildlife), it must be demonstrated that the research is necessary (i.e. critical to survival of 
a species, will enhance restoration activities of native species, will help in control of invasive species 
or provide valuable information that will guide future refuge complex activities), and the researcher 
must identify the issues in advance of the impact.

 Highly intrusive or manipulative research is generally not permitted in order to protect native 
wildlife populations and habitats in which they live.

 Research that does not involve birds will be conducted outside of the breeding season of avian species 
in all possible circumstances.

 Project leader can suspend/modify conditions/ terminate on-refuge research that is already permitted 
and in progress, should unacceptable impacts or issues arise or be noted.

Justifi cation:
Research projects will contribute to the enhancement, protection, use, preservation, and management of 
native refuge complex wildlife populations and their habitats. In view of the potential impacts research 
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